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For 40 years TCWP has protected wild and sensitive lands and rivers at the national and state levels.  We began our history with a fight to protect wild lands.  Forty years later that struggle is still our primary focus.  

Over the years, our efforts have led to the designation of the Obed Wild and Scenic River, the Big South Fork National River and Recreation Area, as well as passage of the State Natural Areas Act, State Scenic Rivers Act, and Surface Mine Control and Reclamation Act.

TCWP has enjoyed a strong and productive relationship with TVA for many years.  We are proud of this relationship and the good things we accomplish, working together.  

We built and maintain a trail at Whites Creek Small Wild Area; we have a yearly exotic pest plant cleanup at Worthington Cemetery Cedar Barren Ecological Study Area; our members have led many hikes at River Bluff Trail Small Wild Area.  

We partnered on the Riparian Buffer Zone Improvement Program, we are active partners with the Emory-Obed Watershed Association; and most recently have participated in efforts to establish a Poplar Creek Watershed Association (part of the Lower Clinch Watershed Council).

TCWP has a vision for TVA public lands that will accomplish three important goals.  These are: 

· Protect water quality and quantity

· Preserve wild and sensitive lands

· Promote a sustainable and viable economy with equitable public access to protected lands and waters

The importance of adequate, clean water cannot be overstated. Tennessee’s and the valley’s population grow steadily.  The population of the southeast is growing.  With this growth comes increasing water demand.  TVA’s zone 3 and 4 lands and riparian buffers contribute to improved water quality.  Improved water quality results in lower water treatment costs.

Potable water is a vital natural resource and TVA has a role in ensuring the security of this resource for current and future generations.

Protect wild and sensitive lands and waters.  The benefits of wild lands are known and frequently cited:  habitat for wildlife and outdoor space for humans.  Our beautiful valley is a treasure that deserves and needs adequate and careful guardianship.  

Development removes access to public lands from public use while access to natural lands is shrinking throughout the valley.  This affects hunters, fishermen, birders, hikers, and all others who benefit from being in the outdoors.

Numerous surveys show that there is an overwhelming preference among valley residents/ratepayers to have access to public lands and waters.  

TVA has a big responsibility in this area.  With hundreds of thousands of acres of land, water, and mineral rights, TVA has much to steward and many needs to balance.  We urge careful attention to mining and its potential for land and water degradation, particularly when mineral rights are under publicly held lands.  

We also encourage that ecological assessments and land management planning procedures for the lands received in land swaps be implemented immediately.  

It is incumbent on TVA to promote a sustainable and viable economy with equitable public access to shore lands and their waters. Fair treatment of ratepayers should be sought. Access to shoreline property, of particular value to citizens who cannot afford watercraft or lakefront residences, should not be diminished.  

Land originally obtained by or under threat of eminent domain remains a public resource.  Resort and upscale housing development, which benefits only a privileged few, has a ripple effect on real estate prices throughout the valley.  TVA can play a role in keeping real estate prices affordable for local folks.

It is our contention that public use and recreation stimulate sustainable economic growth, and that our natural resources, necessary for sustained economic health, should be given priority protection in every decision and by proactive planning.

We recommend that a program to monitor and document water quality and natural resources of shoreline buffers upstream and downstream from developments that are already permitted should be implemented.  Also, research to 

quantify economic benefits of non-intensive uses (water quality protection, water supply, fishing, boating, hiking, camping, etc.) should be conducted and the results made public.  

We believe that development can and must be done in a sustainable manner that includes a reasonable standard of care.  The natural beauty and resources of our area will continue to be a huge selling point to residents and employers.  Preserving our lands and waters enhances the value of our area.     

The 1974 Directory of TVA Environmental Programs begins with this paragraph: “Founded upon the concept of unified resource development, TVA from its beginning has been concerned not only with the physical environment, but with the living environment of people unable to earn enough for adequate housing, education, and health care.  Today most people are able to have a living standard once enjoyed by only a privileged few.  But the economic and industrial growth that made this possible created a new and difference set of environmental problems.  For the Valley as for the Nation, the challenge now is to provide a clean and livable environment for the future without sacrificing the gain in human living standards so hard-won in the past.”

This Board inherits a legacy of leadership and stewardship that worked to restore and protect the natural resources in the Tennessee Valley and to improve the quality of life for the residents.  We call on the leadership to honor that legacy, to keep public land in public hands, to protect the public lands and waters for the benefit of future generations.
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