The TVA Land Policy and Why Making a Call or Sending Mail is a Top Priority
 

There was a Public Hearing mid August, conducted by the TVA Board Community Relations Committee.  This was in follow-up to the Board's spring decision to enact a moratorium on land sales. 

 

Since then, a draft policy has been circulated that, all in all, is pretty good.  The only reason for land sales is industrial use on sites that were or will be designated that usage in Land Management Plans that TVA does for the reservoirs. Those industries must be water-dependent.  
 

The public has 30-days to comment on the draft policy, with an expiration of November 3.
 

For more detailed information on this, see our three most recent newsletters at www.tcwp.org.
Policy located at:  http://www.tva.gov/river/landandshore/land_policy.htm
 

This is SUPER IMPORTANT!  We must raise a loud voice in support of this policy.  The business and development community as well as some government entities, including the City of Oak Ridge, are working hard to defeat this policy.  TELL EVERYONE!  It only takes a phone call.
 

Call or write TVA with the message Keep Public Lands in Public Hands!

Everyone, please, make an effort to raise your voice on this issue before NOVEMBER 3.  You can call, e-mail, or write to express your opinion on this important policy.  The TVA Board needs to hear that TVA ratepayers want to keep public lands in public hands.  Contact information is at the end of this message; key points that can be made include:

Development removes access to public lands from public use while access to natural lands is shrinking throughout the valley.  This affects hunters, fishermen, birders, hikers, and all others who benefit from being in the outdoors.

Numerous surveys show that there is an overwhelming preference among valley residents/ratepayers to have access to public lands and waters.  
It is incumbent on TVA to promote a sustainable and viable economy with equitable public access to shore lands and their waters. Fair treatment of ratepayers should be sought. 

Land originally obtained by or under threat of eminent domain remains a public resource.  Resort and upscale housing development, which benefits only a privileged few, has a ripple effect on real estate prices throughout the valley.  TVA can play a role in keeping real estate prices affordable for local folks.

Public use and recreation stimulate sustainable economic growth.  Our natural resources, necessary for sustained economic health, should be given priority protection in every decision and by proactive planning.

The natural beauty and resources of our area will continue to be a huge selling point to residents and employers.  Preserving our lands and waters enhances the value of our area.     

How to comment:

E-mail:  landpolicyhearing@tva.gov
Mail:  TVA Board Community Relations, Land Policy, 400 W. Summit Hill Drive, Knoxville, TN  37902-1499

Phone:  888.882-7675 (toll-free)

Fax:  865.632-3146
 

 
